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NOTES AND NEWS 



A mark of recent philosophy in the United States has been the 
growth of the interest in empirical accuracy. The following defini- 
tions of philosophy, culled from the examination papers of Sopho- 
mores, and communicated by a friend of the Jouenajl, show that the 
spirit of empiricism is making excellent progress : 

Philosophy is an attempt to pierce the veil which philosophers 
have cast over the world. 

Philosophy is a study of that which is not that which it seems 
to be. 

Philosophy makes exquisite that which is implicit. 
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A meeting of the Aristotelian Society was held on July 4, Pro- 
fessor 6. Dawes Hicks, Vice-President, in the chair. A paper en- 
titled "On Arguing in a Circle," was presented by Dr. F. C. S. 
Schiller. A scientific system is essentially partial. Being con- 
structed by selections and exclusions and relative to a purpose it 
contains no warrant for the postulation of any all-embracing sys- 
tem. Objections to a system can not be met by arguing within it. 
To meet a challenge it must obtain outside support. If it is to give 
satisfaction it must not close itself, but remain open to correction. 
The sciences are such systems and so escape the charge of circularity. 
An all-embracing system is not a valid ideal because inability to se- 
lect would reduce it to chaos, while if logically complete it could be 
rejected as a whole. Also it is self-contradictory, for either it can be 
enlarged to satisfy objections and then it is not all-embracing or it 
can not be enlarged and then it argues in a circle. If it presupposes 
relativity to purpose, it can not reach absoluteness. The attempt to 
base inference on implication within an ideal system is no improve- 
ment on formal logic, but merely a half-way house to a complete sur- 
render of the notion of "formal validity." 

Professor J. W. Scott, of the University College, Cardiff, "Wales, 
has been appointed Mills Lecturer in Philosophy at the University 
of California for the coming year. He will take the place of Profes- 
sor G. P. Adams, who intends to spend his sabbatical year in Eng- 
land and France. Professor Adams has been invited to give a series 
of lectures on Social Philosophy at the Sorbonne. 



